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         We have a plumbing problem at 

          Nativity that has plagued us for 

         years! No, not the drainage  

         problems that created literal  

         waterfalls down the dining room 

stairs. Thankfully our Dry Up, Nativity! project cured those. Rather, it’s a metaphorical 

plumbing problem, one that clogs up the leadership system at our church. 

 Imagine a really great plumbing system designed to circulate water throughout a 

big building like Nativity’s. The pipes are large and in good repair, except that at an 

important point they all feed into one small section of pipe that is very small in 

diameter. All the water circulating in the building has to make it through that small 

pipe and it just can’t. The water backs up, the pressure increases, and not enough gets 

through to continue the circulation. So the heat falters. There’s no good pressure in the 

drinking fountains. And sometimes the toilets don’t flush well. 

 That’s a picture of Nativity’s leadership system that is often quite real. We have 

over ten working committees and sub-committees. We have a high-functioning Church 

Council. We have lots of other leaders working in Christian education, music, small 

groups, mission, etc. But all too often, all of it funnels through the pastors’ offices! 

And that “small pipe” turns out to be our weak spot. Stuff backs up waiting for one of 

us to do something about it, but meanwhile we are preparing two different worship 

services for each Sunday, running to make hospital calls and help other members in 

need, and trying to keep up with continual administrative and communication 

responsibilities that are never ending. The result is sometimes frustrating to everyone. 

What saves us is the great patience and good will of our loving congregation. But we 

can solve this problem!      

 Specifically, we need to move from a pastor-centered to a program style of 

leadership. Many of the ingredients, like our system of committees, are already in 

place. One thing we can do is to free up our committees to work more independently 

from our pastors. And a second thing is to use more members to accomplish particular 

pieces of ministry: visiting shut-ins and those in the hospital for non-life threatening 

reasons; welcoming and keeping track of our guests in worship; calling members who 

we haven’t seen lately to stay in touch; leading small groups; and helping with 

administration. 

 These are all important ministries in their own right. But they are nothing that the 

talented members of our church cannot accomplish. So as our new Church Council 

begins to meet following our Annual Meeting on January 22, we will tackle some of 

the changes needed to make these repairs and to allow life-giving leadership to flow 

more freely through our church. 

 

Dan 



Traditional Worship in FEBRUARY 
February bridges the seasons of Epiphany and Lent. For the first three Sundays we will complete Epiphany – 
the worship season where we explore Bible stories that offer us a glimpse of God. Then on February 22 we 
reach Ash Wednesday and the beginning of the six week long season of Lent. During this time we examine our 
lives to discover the things that hold us back from God.  

Lent has the feel of repentance, a word which means far more than simply feeling guilty and beating up 
on ourselves. Rather, to repent is to turn around. It’s to find a new orientation for life and to move in a different 
direction. And so, on Ash Wednesday, we will start a series called The Way of Grace, and we will look at the 
experience of people in the Bible and people in our world who have experienced the powerful, healing grace of 
God transforming their lives and turning them around.  

 

Sunday, Feb. 5 – On Eagle’s Wings – Isaiah 40:21-31 and Mark 2:1-12 

Isaiah promises that those who wait upon the Lord will rise up on Eagle’s wings.  

Mark shows us a young paralyzed man who rises up from his stretcher and walks home. Can God give 

you wings? We will celebrate the sacrament of Holy Communion. 
 

Sunday, Feb. 12 – Skin in the Game – 2 Kings 5:1-14 and Mark 1:40-45 

Leprosy was a terrible disease in Biblical times. With no known cure, it condemned a sufferer to life as 

an outcast. But God heals far more than just skin deep. 
 

Transfiguration Sun., Feb. 19 – Seeing God – Daniel 7:9-14 and Mark 9:2-9 

In a night vision, the prophet Daniel sees the Ancient One and the Son of Man. In a day vision, the 

disciples see Jesus transfigured with Moses and Elijah. What’s your vision?  
 

Ash Wednesday, Feb. 22, 7:00 PM – Good Medicine -- Ps 51 and Mark 2:14-17 

King David was the greatest of Israel’s kings. But in Psalm 51 he prays for forgiveness. Levi was a tax 

collector and a traitor to his people. But he becomes Jesus’ first disciple. Whether great or lowly, we all need 

forgiveness. Thank God for The Way of Grace! 
 

1st Sunday in Lent, Feb. 26 – Possessed – Psalm 25 and Mark 5:1-20 

Jesus meets a foreign man who is raving and clearly out of his mind. He tells Jesus he is possessed by a 

legion of demons. He makes us ask, “What power controls our souls?” 
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9:00am Contemporary Worship 
Have you ever looked and looked for something only to discover that it was right under your nose all along? 

During the first three Sundays of February, we’ll take a look at important gifts that might be  

present but we fail to notice. We hope this series will help make us more attune to what’s  
 

Feb 5 – Blessings. What blessings do we experience everyday yet take for granted  

or simply fail to see?  
 

Feb 12 – Love. Sometimes we look for love in all of the wrong places when it may  

be right before us.  
 

Feb 19 – Compassion. What opportunities to show compassion to others or ourselves do we routinely miss? 

We’ll share Holy Communion together. 

  

 Lenten Series Jesus:  
 

 

During Lent, a season of 40 days between Ash Wednesday and Easter Sunday (minus Sundays), our focus will 

be on looking to Jesus to discover new kinds of: Thinking, Knowing, Caring, Living, Dying, and Life.  
 

Feb 26 – Jesus: A New Kind of Thinking. Jesus didn’t think like the typical religious leader of his day or 

even of our day. Instead, Jesus leads us to a new kind of thinking.  

KidsOwnWorship Sunday School (ages 3 – grade 6) & Nursery Care (birth to age 3) are available during worship.  
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fEBRUARY Worship Participants 
Acolytes 
2/05 - Janelle Johnson & Andreea Burr 

2/12 - Lindsey Willis & Jayna Kinkade 

2/19 - Gillian Lawrence & Kristen Benner 

2/26 - Erika Burr & Greg Robson 

 

Altar Flowers 

2/05 - Betty Hughes & Lydia Murdock 

2/12 - Pauline McMeechan 

2/19 - Mary Benzel 

2/26 - Martha Jacques 
 

 

Coffee Hours 

2/12 - Diane Clark, Lori Hirtzel & Carol Schnabel 

2/19 - Ruth Guyker & Winnie Petillon 

2/26 - Linda Case & Sharon Kelly 
 

Greeters 

2/05 - Janet Bradley  

2/12 - Nancy Boyd 

2/19 - Martha Inskip  

2/26 - Flora Tutwiler 

 
The music department is preparing music 

that will reflect the highs and lows of 

February: there’s a mountain-peak high on 

Feb. 19, Transfiguration Sunday, followed 

by Ash Wednesday on Feb. 22 and Lenten 

Sundays starting Feb. 26. Music binds all 

these highs and lows together as we follow 

Jesus’ journey. 

 The Chancel Choir will sing every 

Sunday in February, and our English Hand 

Bell Choir will ring in worship on Feb. 12. 

 The High School Choir will sing in 

worship on the first Sunday in February, 

Feb. 5. The Genesis and Junior choirs will 

sing on the last Sunday, Feb. 22. 

 Parents, please note: There will be 

no children’s choir rehearsals on 

Wednesday, Feb. 22, because of our Ash 

Wednesday service. 

 

  

Liturgists 

2/05 - Katie Benware 

2/12 - Jen Thomas 

2/19 - Barb Schifeling 

2/26 - Tim Collins 
 

 

Ushers 9:00am Service 

2/05 - Bob Faulks & Pat Mudd 

2/12 - Ron & Marie Kresge 

2/19 - Sharon Kelly & Pat Parker 

2/26 - Linda Siddons & Jan Losi 
 

Ushers 10:30am Service: Team # 5 
Captain: Patrick Mudd  Asst. Captain: Brian Bolton 

 Mary Lou & Richard Breggeman, Joan Green                              

Edward Bumanis, Kathy Ivancic, Barbara Vaughan, 

Anita Alvarez and Ben Clark 
 

Welcomers 

2/05 - Bob Faulks & Pat Mudd  

2/12 - Marie Kresge  

2/19 - Pat Parker 

2/26 - Miriam Dick 

 The Chancel Choir is looking for new 

members! We have had losses in numbers over the 

past year due to a number of factors, and we need to 

build up our sections! The alto and tenor sections are 

in need of new members, but we certainly can use 

more basses and sopranos too! When colds and flu 

are making their inevitable rounds, lots of people can 

be absent from the choir. In addition, we have a 

number of snowbirds who are now in the South and 

won’t be back until late spring! So if you have ever 

had the inclination to sing with us, now is the time to 

step forward! You don’t have to read music, but you 

do have to be able to sing a simple tune, like “Happy 

Birthday,” on pitch. We do have loads of fun at 

rehearsals and provide much care and support all 

through the years to our members. It’s a great 

group!!!  Blessings to all as we end the season of 

Epiphany and enter the season of Lent. 

 Carole Harris, Music Director 
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Mark Your Calendars! 

On February 5th, 2012 the church school will be having it's annual lunch 

and "Super"-bowling party! All students who have attended church 

school at least 12 times since September will receive a free ticket for 

food and bowling. The lunch will be held at church immediately 

following the 10:30 worship service.  

                              Middle High Youth Group – February News 
 

Thank you!!!!! 
          Thank you to all of the youth and their supportive families for baking delicious cookies for the advent 

workshop and our Senior Pals.  Also, thank you to the youth for decorating the cookies with such creativity 

and love.  We received many smiles and “Thank you”(s) when we delivered the cookies to our Senior 

Pals.  These members really appreciate all you are doing to help make them feel a part of the happenings at 

Nativity.  They can’t wait until your next visit! 

 

February 18th – 19th Harvest House Retreat   

 

          This is a sleepover and much, much, more! We will meet at church to car pool and will return to 

church on Sunday in time for Sunday school.  This event promises to be filled with great fun and surprises 

and is a bargain at $15.00.  Watch for an e-mail with the details of the event.  As always do not hesitate to 

call if you have any questions or if you don’t receive an e-mail.  

 

       PLEASE NOTE: 

         There is a new Middle High Youth Group “Information Page” posted on the bulletin board in the 

 gathering space. Please check there for upcoming events and sign-up sheets. 

 

         We are going to make 2012 the best year yet! 
 

 Miss Barbara & Miss Janet Vaughan 

Epiphany 

Party  

at  

Pastor 

Ruth’s 
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February… The Month for Love 
 

 “Love, exciting and new… Come aboard, we’re expecting you…  THE LOOOVE BOAT!!!”  You kids 

these days don’t know about love.  Back in my day you could find love anywhere, even on a boat.  And I’m 

not talking about T-Pain and that dude that does the SNL digital shorts.  I’m talking about Capt. Stubing, 

Gopher, Isaac and the rest of the crew of the Love Boat.  Man they knew about love.  “What the heck is The 

Love Boat?” you ask.  Google it!  It’s just the most awesome TV show about a boat that people fall in love on.  

They had celebrity guests every week and the kind of offshore shenanigans you would expect from an early 

80’s sitcom.  You don't know about love until you see “The Love Boat”.  I don’t know what made me think 

about this show, maybe it’s all the Valentine’s Day hoopla, maybe it’s just the older I get the more crazy 

random things from my past pop up in my head.  I don't know.  Anywho… Here is what's going on in 

February! 

 

February Activities 

 
Friday February 3rd - Sleepout for the Homeless 

 

 Once again we will be braving the elements to help spread awareness about the homeless problem in our 

area.  We will meet at church at 7:00pm to help transport the clothes that have been donated to Hoover Middle 

School.  Then we will sleep out in the parking lot overnight.  I know what you’re thinking… “Sleep outside in 

February, where do I sign up!?!”  You need to get a pledge sheet and a permission slip from me.  Remember 

that we are trying to get money donations as well as cloths. 

 

Sunday February 5th - Souper Bowl of Caring 

 

 The youth will be taking a collection after church as a part of the Souper Bowl of Caring.  All money 

will be donated as a part of the Sleepout for the Homeless event on February 4th. 

 

Sunday February 12th – Friendship Dinner 

 

 We are not just a church, we are friends!!  Let’s have dinner together.  This is a great opportunity for 

you to meet some of the adults of the church.  The theme this year is a “Mardi Gras”.  So, bring your beads 

and a dish to share (ham, rolls, dessert and beverages will be provided).  The fun begins at 5:00pm. 

 

 As always, let me know if you are planning on going to any or all of these activities.   

Phone number: 830-6493 or e-mail: youth@nativityucc.org 
 

     Love, 
 

         Felix 

Sr. High  

Youth News NEWS 
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Sr. High  

Youth News NEWS 

You are cordially invited to an Evening of Fine Dining in: 

Nativity Basement Bistro 
Sunday March 4, 2012 

4:30 pm – 6:30 pm 
 

 
 

Tables for couples, families and groups (For group and multiple family tables please indicate one name to put 

the reservation under) 

 

Child care service -  including pizza or chicken fingers, ice cream and beverage will be provided in the 

preschool room for a $5.00 charge, so that parents may better enjoy their dining experience 

 

Proceeds of the dinner will support the Summer Senior High Youth Work Trip. 

 

Reservations essential.  Must be made by Sunday, February 26th  
 

****************************************************************************** 
 

Ticket Order 

 

Adult_______ (number) Prime Rib  @ $22.00 ________           _______ Twice Baked 

    Chicken     @ $22.00 ________           _______ Wild Rice 

    Salmon      @ $22.00 ________ 

 

Child_______ (number) Prime Rib  @ $12.00 ________           _______ Twice Baked 

    Chicken     @ $12.00 ________           _______ Wild Rice 

     Salmon      @ $12.00 ________ 

 

Child Care / Pizza @ $5.00______   Total $_____________ (please enclose check)                         

 

Reserve us a table for (please circle one)     4:30 pm    5:00 pm     5:30 pm     6:00 pm     6:30 pm   

 

Name of Table Reservation: ______________________  Number at your table: ___________ 

 

Diners Name: _______________________________________  Phone: _________________ 

    

 Make check payable to Nativity Senior High Youth Group 

Dinner Menu: 
 

Choice of Entrée:  Prime Rib of Beef, Chicken, or Salmon with lemon and dill 

Selection from our homemade dessert cart 

All dinners served with rolls, salad, choice of twice baked potato or wild rice, vegetables and beverage 

Price: $22.00 Prime Rib     $12.00 children 12 and under 

  $22.00 Chicken or Salmon   $25.00 for any reservation after February 26th  
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PayPal 
 

Remember, you may make your Dry Up Nativity and regular pledge payments using the 

church PayPal account.  It may be accessed from the church website, www.nativityucc.org . 

Endowment Fund 
 

Earnings for the endowment fund investments were down for 2011.   

The endowment fund helped cover the shortfall for 2011.    

Remember  the endowment fund in your will. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT OF THE CHURCH OF THE NATIVITY.  Ed Bumanis, Chairman 

NEWS 

THE TRUSTEES THANK YOU  

FOR YOUR SUPPORT!    
Thank You for your continued faithful support of the Church of the  

Nativity.  Our total income for the period 1/1/2011-12/31/2011 was  

$442,420.  This includes both the General Fund and the Building Fund.   

General Fund income was $383,996.  This includes $314,783 in pledge revenue as well as holiday, facilities, 

fundraising and other revenue.  We have been averaging $6,054 in pledge income per week. Last year, our 

   pledge income for the same period was $301,783, averaging $5,804 per week. The good 

   news is that our pledge income is up from last year.   The not-as-good news, however, 

   is that our pledge income to date should have been $325,000, which means that we 

   finished a little behind.  Building Fund income was $56,882. This includes Mortgage 

   Fund offerings and Dry-Up Nativity offerings.    General Fund expenses for the same

   period were $399,975. This includes mortgage payments of $50,832, of which $30,817

   was interest.  Building Fund expenses were $73,819.  This includes Dry-Up Nativity 

   expenses and additional quarterly principal payments from Mortgage Fund offerings.  

                                                                                                                                                   
As of this writing the trustees are struggling with the general fund cash flow.   2011 pledge income has not 

kept up with our budgeted expectations.  Please make every effort to keep up with your pledges for 2012 and 

increase them where possible.  

   

2012 Budget 

 
The trustees are currently finalizing the 2012 budget.  It is expected to be a deficit budget 

along with a contingency budget in case revenue falls short of expectations.  Thanks to 

everyone who attended the annual meeting on Sunday, January 22, 2012.  The trustees are 

expecting a budget to be passed.  Look for a discussion of the annual meeting in the March 

2012 Nativity News.  If you were unable to attend the annual meeting, copies of the 2012 

Annual Report are available in the church office. 

http://www.nativityucc.org
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Fair Trade EQUAL EXCHANGE COFFEE PROJECT 
 

We have a variety of items available starting at $2.00 for travel 

mugs . The latest product we are offering is a 500ml (approx. 

16oz.) bottle of Organic Extra  Virgin Olive Oil for $12.00.   

We also have candy bars  for $3.00, tea  for $3.00, hot cocoa  mix 

and baking cocoa  for $5.50 and a variety of coffees  from $6.00 

to $8.00.   

 

      Stop by after coffee hour to see our display of products for 

purchase or to place an order. If you have any questions or wish to 

place an order please contact Bette Brunish at 688-9197.   

Thanks for your support of Fair Trade.  

 

Get Healthy! Eat More Fruit! NATIVITY’S FRUIT SALE IS HERE!   

Pick-up is Saturday, February 11th @ Nativity from 10am - 2pm. Call John Haubeil @ 837-3435 for info. 

Want to Read the Bible Daily? 

Try This! 

 

The 2012 Daily Bible 

Reading Guide is  

available on the website  

of The Bible Society of 

Western New York.  

Go to: www.bibleswny.com   

Then click on Special 

Offers and News.   

BLESSED:  
Reflections on the Beatitudes 

  

The season of Lent provides an extra opportunity for us to gather together as a community of faith to be 

nourished physically and spiritually. Each Wednesday evening, beginning February 29 – March 28, please 

join us in the Sangree Chapel for a Lenten Soul Feast. A simple meal of soup, bread and fruit, prepared by 

one of Nativity’s fine cooks, will be served between 6:00-6:30 pm. From 6:45-7:30 pm, a Reflection will be 

led by various members of our congregation.  

 

The topic for Wednesdays will be: BLESSED: Reflections on the Beatitudes. The schedule is as follows: 

See you on Wednesdays!  

Come for any or all of the evenings. If you’re unable to join us for 

supper, please feel free to come at 6:45 for the Reflections. 

Date Beatitude    Leader  

Feb 29 Blessed are the poor in spirit    Rev. Dr. Jonathan Lawrence  

March 7  Blessed are those who mourn    Chaplain Joseph Blatz  

March 14  Blessed are the merciful    Carol Wolf  

March 21  Blessed are the peacemakers    Rev. Pierre Albrecht -Carrié  

March 28  Blessed are the meek    Seminarian Jen Heckmann  

http://www.bibleswny.com


***Men’s Group  
Next Meeting  

will be held on 

Tuesday, Feb. 28th 

@ 7pm. Topic to 

be announced. 
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 Join a Small Group! 

In small groups, we: 
 

*Get to know each other much more personally and make lasting friendships;  
*Grow our faith by learning new things and applying them to our everyday lives; 
*Gain clarity about what God is calling us to do as ministers of Christ; 
*Develop new skills and abilities; 
*Laugh a lot and have a great time! 

***Meditation Group - Please note that the Meditation Group will meet on 

Monday, February 6th and February 20th. This bi-weekly group normally meets the 1st 

and 3rd Mondays of the month at 7:30 p.m. at Midge Sumner’s home. There is a book to 

purchase that is utilized by the group, cost is $9.00 per copy. Leader is Kirsten Albrecht-Carrié                  

(692-4138). Newcomers are welcome! 

      The Women’s Spirituality Group meets on the 4th Tuesday of the 

       month, February 28th from 7:00- 9:00 p.m. in the Sangree Chapel.  

       This group will provide women with an opportunity to care for 

       themselves, support each other, share concerns, and have fun, too.  

       All women of Nativity, and friends, are invited to participate.                  

       This month facilitator is Jane Piduch. 

                                                                                                                                         

***Creativity and Spirituality through Watercolor – A fun 
morning of creativity is offered to those with no experience in drawing or painting or to 
those with an interest in art. At each session there is a discussion based on the theme of 
the day, followed by a watercolor demonstration. Each participant creates a painting at 
each session. All art supplies are provided at cost. New participants should contact 
Marg at 832-3897. This group meets every Thursday from 9:15 - 12 noon through 
February 16th. Leaders are Marj Donovan and Linda Heffley. NEW PARTICIPANTS 
ARE WELCOME - NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED!! 

Moving Meditation 
Take on a Lenten Discipline of simple, easy Tai Chi 

exercises that promote health as well as provide an 

opportunity for peaceful meditation.  Led by Jen Thomas, 

this is an opportunity to get the body moving without 

straining anything!  Wear comfy clothes and sneakers, or 

work in your socks.  Meets Tuesdays from 7-8 PM, 

February 28th to March 27th in the Sangree Chapel.  

Next Womenôs Guild Meeting Monday - Feb. 6th @ 12noon   
and will feature the DVD on ñLittle Womenò.  

It discusses the history, costumes and etc.  
Please come and Enjoy!!  



CHURCH OF THE NATIVITY UCC 
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  AND FINALLYéé... 

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Many people to thank!!! First 
thank you to God for his being 

with me through this. Thank you 
to our Pastors for their visits and 
prayers, for all your prayers and 
cards of cheer and phone visits 

that brightened the days.  
Thank you to Lou Armstrong, 
Marge Donovan and Pauline 
McMeechan for getting me to 

doctor appointments.  
Thanks to Martha Jaques for 

doing the bulletins. Thank you  
to my daughter, Sandi for her 
caring and wonderful care she 
gave me and to my friend Art 
who was always there for me.  

Thank You All.  
Shirley Baize 

I once did some consulting work 

for a marina.  I sat on the second 

floor at a picture window 

looking out on the 

Niagara River.  I always did go 

for the dirty jobs, the tough 

working conditions.  Watching 

the power of the river's flow I 

remembered Grandpa's stories 

about the river.  When the East 

had been stripped of timber the 

country started mining the 

forests of northern Michigan.  It 

all came through here making 

this the largest lumber port in the 

country.  The riverbank from 

Hertel to the shiplocks was one 

long dock.  Steamers came down 

the lakes towing two lumber 

barges.  Where the flow 

quickened at the mouth of the 

river a tow like that became 

unmanageable so a tug would go 

out from Hertel to meet it. 

 The tug put a line on the last 

barge and maintained a steady 

pull backward, keeping the tow in 

line while it passed between the 

piers of the International 

Bridge.  It's impossible to dock a 

tow moving with a current that 

strong so the whole train had to 

be turned around.  There was a 

steam winch on each barge so, 

with bargemen paying out and 

taking up their lines, the steamer 

captain would make his turn 

toward Canada.  In a majestic 

crack-the-whip the whole thing 

would turn until it was all 

heading upriver to the dock to be 

tied up.  It all had to happen 

between the bridge and the sand 

bar that used to be above 

Strawberry Island.  Imagine 

being the first steamer captain to 

try it, starting your turn with 

hundreds of tons of barge rushing 

down on you. 

 One day when Grandpa was 

ninety-four we took him out for a 

drive.  Between Lockport and 

Warren's Corners we got stuck 

behind a beautifully restored 

Model T Ford.  As we crawled 

along the narrow, winding road 

Grandpa snorted, "Why would 

anyone drive one of those 

things?  I couldn't wait to get rid 

of mine."  That's seventy years 

worth of perspective. 
  

Doug Townley 

Congratulations to 

Jason and Katie Clark 

on the birth of their 

son, Liam John Clark, 

January 12, 2012.  

He weighed 7# 6 oz. 

and was 19 inches 

long. He is the 

grandson of Brenda 

and Michael Clark and 

great-grandson of 

Fred Moorhouse. 

I have found many balls of crochet cotton in my moms 

things that we have no use for. I was looking for someone 

that has a use for it (for free). There are all different colors. 

If you can make good use of it please put a note in the 

Sunday school 1st & 2nd grade mail box in the Sunday 

school office with your name & phone # and I will get in 

touch with you,  Thanks Brenda Clark. 

Ken Oswald is out of the army and has moved with his 
wife to Maryland. He thanks everyone for their thoughts 

and prayers throughout his time in the army.  

ATTENTION: If you live out of 

town, please contact us if you can 

receive the Nativity News by email 

to help us defray postage costs. 

Call the church  

secretary @ 716.875.3365 or  

email: office@nativityucc.org 

Our much beloved Midge Sumner, RN has 

retired from her duties on the Health 

Committee (a sub committee of Voice 

Buffalo-Nativity Social Justice Team) and 

has blessed Helen Cyrulik, RN with those 

responsibilities. We are re-organizing the 

Committee and will start meeting again in 

the Spring. Any health minded individuals 

interested in joining this dynamic 

committee, please call Helen at 868-4184. 





Happy 65
th

 Birthday Nativity! 
 

 Can you believe it? Nativity turns 65 on February 2nd! Actually, we were chartered on that 

date in 1947 but we started back in the fall of 1946 when the Rev. Huyett Sangree, and his wife 

Jean and their four children, moved here to begin a new congregation. Back then Tonawanda 

was mainly farmland being converted as fast as possible to new housing as thousands of GIs 

returned from World War II to settle down and begin their families. Rev. Sangree was sent by 

the then Congregational Church to create a new congregation on the corner of Colvin and 

Thorncliff. He plunged into the work with great vigor, knocking on thousands of doors over 

the years to introduce his new congregation. At first we met at the Little Chapel of the Elms in 

Elmlawn Cemetery. But by 1949 we built what is now the Sangree Chapel – our first 

sanctuary. On Christmas Eve 1955 we celebrated our first service in our present sanctuary, and 

by 1960 there were 500 baby boom children in the church school! 

 

 Rev. Sangree gave us a motto: Faith, Fellowship and Freedom. As he saw it, we existed to 

create faith; a vital part of church life was fellowship between members; and the religious 

freedom for each member to read and reflect on the Bible and to apply it to the issues of the 

day was a key part of our Protestant tradition. 

 

Over the years we have continued to expand both our building and our understanding of 

our mission, and today we speak of Nativity as being Nurturing, Empowering and 

Welcoming.    

 

We want to use our wonderful sense of fellowship and community to nurture members 

and newcomers with the love of God. Over the years we have been and continue to be blessed 

with wonderful people who support each other through thick and thin. Often deep, long-term 

friendships develop and grow. And we want everyone to be known and cared for just because 

they are children of God. 

 

 We also want to empower everyone with a vibrant faith. That faith takes wings as we 

respond to the call of Christ that speaks to us from the depths of our souls. The busy world 

around us and our own human frailty and fearfulness make it easy for us to lose our way. But 

at Nativity we listen for Christ’s voice among all the competing voices and learn to walk with 

him. His love and courage carry us through life. His guidance makes us aware of the special 

gifts God has given us and shows us how to use them in ministry. 

 Finally, we want to create God’s extravagant welcome in our church and in the 

world. As Jesus taught us in the Lord’s Prayer, we seek a world in which “God’s will is done 

on earth as it is in heaven”. So we have work to do. We strive for a free world where no one 

lives under oppression. And we create Christ’s love, justice and peace in our homes, 

community, nation and world.  

 

 We’ll celebrate Nativity’s Birthday at both services on Sunday, February 5th, 

and with a special coffee hour following the 10:30 traditional service. Please plan to attend 

that day and bring along a thought or a special memory about Nativity. 



ARE YOU READY FOR SOME BIBLE? 

 

On the whole, Christians agree that the Bible is foundational to our faith so many of us would like to read 

more of it. We may have even tried to read it, cover to cover, or with a daily Bible reading program, or 

possibly a whole book or two. Some may have accomplished their goal and are now familiar with significant 

parts of the Bible; some may still read the Bible daily. Chances are, though, that more of us started out with 

good intentions but gave up somewhere along the way. Maybe life got in the way and we just couldn’t find 

the time, or, the more we read the more we were confused and just gave up, or, maybe we never started at all 

because we didn’t have a clue how to begin.  

 

Prompted by Kirsten Albrecht-Carrié, a member of Nativity and director of the Bible Society of Western New 

York, Dan and I have decided to challenge and encourage each other and all of Nativity Church to make daily 

Bible reading a goal during this coming Lenten season. Who knows how God’s Spirit might speak to us if we 

set aside a season to intentionally listen to God’s living Word for us. Since we recognize that all of us have 

different needs, here are several possibilities for how to add some type of daily Bible reading to your life this 

Lenten season: 

 

Walking with Jesus from Ash Wednesday to Easter. What if you could go back in time and become a 

member of the group who actually followed Jesus throughout his ministry? What if you were present at 

his baptism or were there in the crowd to hear his Sermon on the Mount? What if you saw him restore the 

man with a legion of demons to his right mind or witnessed him straightening up the woman who was 

permanently bent over? What if you were there on Good Friday… and on Easter Sunday! So far we don’t 

have a time machine to magically transport us back to Jesus. But we do have the four amazing Gospels 

and their accounts of his ministry. Let’s read some of the key passages in each of them chronologically, so 

that we begin with Jesus’ baptism and end with his resurrection! And let’s take time with each passage for 

personal reflection and for a short, but heartfelt, prayer to God. By doing this we can get a very good 

sense of just what Jesus did and when he did it. We can allow ourselves to fall under the spell of his 

personality. And we can allow our hearts to be captured and transformed by his great love, so that in a 

very real way we are raised along with him. Here’s a sample of what we will be doing: 

 

ASH WEDNESDAY, February 22 – Jesus’ Baptism and Temptation – Read Matthew 3:13-4:11 

 

Jesus’ ministry begins with a tremendous spiritual experience at his baptism. As he comes up out of 

the waters of the Jordan River he sees the heavens torn open and the Spirit of God descends on him like a 

dove, filling him with power. At the same time, he hears God’s voice claim him as God’s Son and name 

him the Beloved. No sooner does the Spirit come to him than it leads him out into the wilderness where he 

fasts for forty days. During this time Jesus reflects on what God is calling him to do, and at the very end 

when he is hungry and weak the devil appears and tempts him. 

 

Reflection questions: In our baptisms we are symbolically washed and cleansed. Under the water of 

baptism our old, selfish self is drowned. Then we are filled with a new Spirit and given a new identity: 

God’s beloved child. Like Jesus, it is good for us to reflect on what this means. Here are two  questions: 

Do you feel like you are a child of God who God very much loves? How does that feeling influence your 

life? 

 

Prayer: Dear God, thank you for your love. Strengthen me with your Spirit. Help me to do your will. 

In the powerful name of Jesus I pray. Amen. 

 

Walking with Jesus from Ash Wednesday to Easter will be available in hard copies at church or 

online at our website: nativityucc.org   



OR  

Journey with Jesus through Imaginative Prayer. This will involve spending 30 minutes a day reading 

and praying with a gospel story as you walk with Jesus from his birth through his death and 

resurrection. This particular Bible Reading program will begin with a short retreat on Sunday, 

February 19 with lunch at 11:45 and continue until 2:00 p.m. During this time, Pastor Ruth will 

teach the Ignatian method of praying with scripture using your imagination. You will be given Bible 

readings for each day in Lent, excluding Sundays, and invited to pray with them using the method 

learned. You are also invited to participate in one of two small groups that will meet to discuss the 

experience. Group times are as follows: 

Tuesdays, beginning February 28 – March 27, from 10:30-12:00 noon led by Pastor Dan; 

Thursdays, March 1 – March 29, from 7:30-9:00 led by Pastor Ruth.  
Please sign-up on the bulletin board in the Gathering Space if you plan to participate. You’ll also need to 

bring a journal or one can be purchased at the retreat on the 19th. 

OR 

For those who don’t like to read, or for families with children, consider watching one of the gospels in 

movie format. At the Contemporary Worship service, we frequently make use of two DVDs that tell 

the story of Jesus according to the gospel of Matthew and John. These are word for word, New 

International Version, gospels visually portrayed. Families or individuals might watch one or both of 

the gospels throughout the season of Lent. These DVDs can be purchased through Amazon: “The 

Gospel of John – The Visual Bible,” Philip Seville, Director ($11.17) and “The Visual Bible – 

Matthew” ($12.49).  

OR 

Those with Smart Phones might be interested in having a Bible reading downloaded to your phone that 

you can read while sitting in a doctor’s office, or while waiting to pick up your kids at school, or 

during a lunch hour or coffee break. The app, “YouVersion” contains a number of different 

translations of the Bible (we would recommend either the Contemporary English Version or The 

Message as two good possibilities) and you can even choose a reading plan (consider the plan, “Lent 

for Everyone” by N.T. Wright). 

OR 
Design your own plan. Purchase a devotional book with Bible readings or select a particular section of the 

Bible to read throughout Lent, i.e. one of the gospels or the Psalms, etc.) 

 

If you’re willing to participate in one or more of these Lenten Bible Study experiences, let us know by signing 

up on the bulletin board so we have an idea who is taking the plunge. We’d love to have at least fifty 

Nativity people engaged in some type of Bible reading plan. Will you be one of them? Lent begins on Ash 

Wednesday, February 22nd. Are you ready for some Bible? 

                                                                                                                                                         Ruth 

 

Read the Bible for Lent! Word of God and Word of Life! 
 

                                  


